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We lfnow that every married man is not open to be “vamped” by
““_? first pretty girl he meets; that it is not considered the usual
thing for hushands to hoodwink their wives as far as possible,
and vice versa; that there is nothing especially amusing in smart
youngsters playing pranks on their elders.

Are we willing to let our young people get such distorted ideas
of life? And as people of the church are we successfully pre-
pared to counteract that influence?

It is surely wrong to suppose the newspaper to be, in general,
pitted against the religious press, or the preacher against the
humorous lecturer. But could we suggest that if there were a lit-
tle less space given to “chasing the blues out of the news,” and
more to chasing some sound common sense in, it might be of
benefit in solving some of our social problems?

If Christian leaders indirectly countenance this exaggerated
misrepresentation of our highest principles and institutions, we
may consider ourselves in a great degree responsible if we see
the hootlegger continue to prosper, the red Sunday growing in
favor, and marital unfaithfulness on the increase.
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THE ADVOCATE PULPIT—XII

INTRODUCING THE PREACHER

The twelfth in the series of sermons which The Chris-
tian Advocate will print this year is by Bishop
Mouzon of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South

NOTE—THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE prints this sermon both on ac-
count of its intrinsic interest and value, and because it is an expression
of opinion from one whose position, character and attainments give
him a place of leadership in his section. The wide circle reached by
this paper will be enlightened by this view {rom a representative
Southern Christian. It is scarcely necessary to say that Bishop
Mouzon's opinions are not at every point those of the editor of this
paper.—EDITOR THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE.
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Tulsa’s Race Riot and the Teachings
of Jesus

BISHOP EDWIN D. MOUZON, of the Methodist Epis-

Ao o in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on the
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spike like this man.” Concerning God and man’s duty to man, Jesus
speaks the finul word. He is the supreme Judge of men. He is the
moral ideal incarnate. DBefore Iis bar we all must stand, not in the
last great day only, but now and always. This very day we stand
before the judgment bar of Christ. Standing, then, before the judg-
ment bar of Christ, what have we to say about the things which have
happened here in Tulsa, and which have been written about in every
newspaper in the civilized world?

It should be known that the relation between white people and
calored people in Tulsa has not been different from what one will find
in other towns and cities where there are large numbers of colored
people. The majority of colored people in Tulsa are just like colored
people elsewhere—neither better nor worse.

The majority of white people living here are just as fine people as
can be found anywhere in America. Tulsa is a typical American city.
There are very few foreigners here.  One seldom, if ever, hears any
language other than Inglish spoken here. Tulsa is neither a Northern
city nor a Southern city. Vigorous, enterprising men are here from
Tennsylvania, Ohio, and Kansas, as well as from Missouri and Texas
and the Old South. This is not a city where one would expect to find
prejudice against the colored man as such. And there has been as
little race prejudice here as one will find almost anywhere in America.

Just this it is that makes the situation all the more serious. For
if this thing happened in Tulsa, it may happen anywhere else. The
Tulsa riot is a tragedy of more than local concern. It is an affair
of national interest. It is indicative of a condition which calls for
careful study by all patriotic and Christ-loving people.  What hap-
pened here has happened elsewhere—in Chicago, in Springfield, in
Toast Saint Touis, in Washington. If this thing had happened in
Savannah, Ga., or in Houston, Tex. it might be charged up to
Southern prejudice against the Negro. DBut happening in Tulsa, it
calls for some other explanation. And it will happen in other cities,
and again and again, unless we get at the root of the matter and
cure this social disorder at its very source. This is the most serious
problem which confronts our American civilization—more serious to
us than the Irish problem is to IZngland. There has never been any-
thing like it in history—two vigorous races, as unlike as white people
and colored people, living side by side.  There are no precedents to
guide us. Many of our wisest statesmen have confessed that they
see no possible solution. DBut I believe there is a solution. I will
not despair since Christ has died. T will not lose hope while Almighty
Love sits on the throne. The religion of Jesus Christ is the solution,
and the only solution, of this as of other serious social and economie
problems which bafile the wisdom of the wisest. Therefore, T am
calling you to look this race riot squarely in the face in the light of
the teachings of Jesus.

No Place for Agitators—Black or White

T should be said before we go further that agitators, whether white
l or black, do not help the situation. They only make it worse and
continually worse. And there are many agitators abroad today, who
have no constructive program to propose and who only add fuel to a
flame which is already burning too hot.

There are many colored agitators at work. One must read the
colored magazines and newspapers to see what colored people think,
and what they propose. Some of these periodicals burn with hate
against the white man. There are Negro leaders who hold steadfastly
to the principles of Jesus, and are laying a foundation upon which
our colored people may build for all time—men like Booker T. Wash-
ington, and his worthy successor, Robert R. Moton., There are
others who have mno constructive program. :

And there are white agitators at work also—and possibly never
more than today. One views with deep concern the reorganization of
the Ku-Ilux-Klan. There is no excuse for this secret and masked
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organfuation- in America today. In the days immediately following
the war between the States there was reason for the Ku-Klux.
Civilization had broken down in the South. The bottom rail had
been put on top. The right to vote had been taken away from those
qualified to vote and given to those who had no qualifications whatso-
ever. Civilization had to rise and save itself, But no such con-
ditions exist today. Civilization has not broken down. The bottom
rail is not on top. The right to vote has not been taken from the
white man and given to the colored man. The Ku-Klux-Klan are
stirrers-up of trouble. They are themselves lawbreakers when they
attempt .to take the law in their own hands. The motives of some of
these men may be the best in the world, but they are blind leaders
of the blind. The best possible way to plunge our civilization into the
diteh, is to follow these men. There is no hope whatsoever in the
negative, destructive and hateful program of agitation—whether these
agitators be white or black.

And now I wish to make certain constructive suggestions, all in the
light of the teachings of Jesus—praying, “Forgive me where they fail
in truth, and in Thy wisdom make me wise.”

Not Social Equality, But Race Equality

1. We must give our colored friends to understand that there will
never be anything like sociul equality in America, and at the same
time we must see to it thut there is nothing resembling race hatred or
race confempt in owr learts.

Many colored leaders tell us honestly that they eare nothing for social
equality, but that what they ask is that they may have a man’s chance
and a woman's chance in the world. On the other hand many colored
leaders are agitating for this one thing. One needs only to read the
colored newspapers and magazines to find this out. This lies at the
root of the bitterest race hatred on their part. Well, we say to them
plainly, It will never be. As I once heard that brilliant writer,
Bishop I&. 2. Hoss, say: “God Almighty has drawn the color line in
indelible ink.” And the more that line is respected, the better it will
be for both whites and blacks. We will see to it that here in America
there are separate hotels, and separate schools, and separate churches.

As is generally known, it is frequently said that while here in
North America we are trying to solve our race problem by keeping
the races separate, in Brazil they have solved it by the mingling of
the two races. That is a mistake. The race problem is now beginning
to emerge in South America. As the people of Brazil rise in intelligence,
in morals and in religion, the more does the race problem come above
the surface. Brazil has not solved her problem. She has, by the
mingling of the blood of the white and blacks, handed on down to the
future a problem which has in it tragic consequence. The whiter
the white race is, the better it is, and the blacker the black race is,
the better it is; and it must be the settled policy and the determined
program of both whites and blacks to keep the white race white and
the black race black.

But there must be no race hatred and no race contempt, Race is of
God. God is the Creator and I'ather of all. God has a program and a
future for every race. We do well to read again the words of Jesus:
“Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment; but I say unto you
that every one who is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the
judgzment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raeca, shall be in
danger of the counecil; and whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be
in danger of the hell of fire.” e traces murder back to anger; but
he says that a scttled contempt for one’s fellow man is worse than
anger and is worthy of the severest possible penalty. Raeial contempt
is not only hurtful to man; it also dishonors God. No man who
worships the Father can have contempt for any man or any race that
God has made. The universal fatherhood implies the universal broth-
erhood,

Moral Standards—How Improved

2. We must require a ligher moral standard of these colored people
—and we must live up to that standard ourselves.

We Christian white people have not expected enough from the
colored people who work for us. We have allowed all sorts of pilfer-
ing to go on in our kitchens; and we have winked at immorality in
our servants’ rooms. We would not have allowed white servants to
do these things; but we put up with our colored people when they
are openly guilty. And we have not expected the law to be enforced
in such places as “Little Africa.” *“Little Africa” had become one of
the blackest spots in Oklahoma—and we all knew it. Nobody dreamed
of law being enforced there. All sorts of “joints” were in *‘Little
Africa.”” The worst kind of liquor was made and sold in “Little
Africa.” In “Little Africa” were low dives where blacks and whites,
men and women, mingled freely: Things were allowed to go on in
“Little Africa” which were not allowed to go on in the rest of the
city of Tulsa. 1 insist that we must have a higher standard of decency
and morality for these colored people who live in our midst. )

And we must live up to that standard curselves. 'This is what
makes me ashamed. This is what stops my mouth as a preacher,
We ourselves have too often set the fashion of low morality. The
colored people have but copied after us when they have done the
things that ought not to be dowe. A colored bishop once visited one
of my Annual Conferences. When some one asked him what were the
sins which he had most to contend against among his people, he made
this reply: “Colored people are naturally imitative. What they see
you do, that they learn to do. They dress the way they see you r]ll'm-;s;
they are guilty of the same sort of worldliness you are guilty of ; they
practice the same sins that you practice.” We do well to listen to
what this colored bishop had to say. 1If the colored people are not
better, is it not becauge we ourselves have not been better? If they
do not live according to the moral standards of the New Testament,
may it not be because we ourselves fall so far short of those lofty
standards ?

Shame on us, that so many white men have helped to drag these
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the real leaders of their race—the leading preachers, the ]ea(lll{g
teachers, the leading lawyers, doctors and merchants? T.r\’e know their
most illiterate and their lowest in the scale of morals. They Lknow us
on our worst side. Is it not evident that we have not taken towa_rd
them an attitude that is fully Christian? Is it not clear that Chris-
tian white people must find a way to co-operate with Christian Negroes
for the uplift of the colored race. And this plan of co-operation should
be along the following lines: .

(1) The leading white preachers of the city should meet from time
to time with the leading colored preachers of the ecity, to the end that
they may co-operate in a common task.

(2) An inter-racial committee should be appointed to be composed
of representati¥e colored men and representative white men, to dis-
cuss problems of mutual interest so as to find out each other’s point
of view. Many difficulties would disappear just by talking about
them in a friendly manner.

(3) Our Christian women should meet from time to time with
groups of Christian colored women to study with them the problems
of home life among colored people, and see what Christianity can do to
protect the moral character of young colored girls just growing into
womanhood. There would be certain revelations here which would
startle the good mothers of our churches and stir the Christian con-
science of our people.

Along such lines as these we must move if the race problem is to
have any solution. The teachings of Jesus point this way. Why
shl?u]d we be interested in missions in Africa and forget all about
“Little Africa” right at our doors? Why should we give liberally to
support the work of the Church on the Congo, and forget the Negroes
right here on the banks of the Arkansas? Why should we think it
romantic to send our young men and women to Wembo-Nyama's Land,
and yet be unwilling to do anything for these colored people who live
among us, and who, in spite of all that foolish agitators may say, will
cnutim.u: to live among us? There is a solution to the Negro pn‘:l)lom H
there is only one solution; that solution is Christianity as tuugh;:
by Christ and Saint Paul,
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bad. law lessness on the part of white men is much worse. FFor more
18 to pe expected from white men—standing as they do with long
uz'tjgurws's of g-ivilizutinu and of Christian eduecation behind them. .
lhf' situation was unusual here in Tulsa. White men did not start
va riot. Negroes started it. A rumer became current that a young
Negro was to be taken from jail and lynched,  Numbers of whii'.v men
heard the rumor and gathered about the jail to see what might happen:
they were without arms. At no time was there any evidence
that a mob of white men intended to break into the jail and kill the
accused Negro. The rumor that a lynehing was planned reached the
Negroes in “Little Africa” also. According to the testimony of
Negroes, the office of *“The Star,” a Negro newspaper, was made their
rallying point. Here they assembled their arms and ammunition, Then
they began to come in crowds, armed, some of them with high-powered
rifles, into the city. They were in a bad mood. They refused to go
home. Somehow a shot was fired. Then the white men broke into
stores and armed themselves. The city and county officials were in-
competent, or cowardly, or both. Tor a time a thousand armed
Negroes had the city at their merey. Under such circumstances there
was nothing left for white men to do but to stand for the defense of
their homes and the protection of their lives until help arrived.
Toward morning somebody applied the torch. That was not neces-
sary ; that ought never to be done.  After that, the mob had its way.
It was no longer a matter of white men protecting themselves from
angry Negroes. It was a case where the lowest element in Tulsa’s
population broke loose and burned and robbed and killed. Then
civilization broke down in Tulsa. For the time being what had hap-
pened in Belgium and Armenia took place right here in our midst, and
our city and our State were disgraced. Let us not blink that fact. Let
us confess it and be ashamed of it.

Never

Tulsa’s Disgrace

5 And this leads to my lust suggestion: Let us. who are citizens of
Tulsa, take cach his full measurce of blume for this disgrace.

The disgrace came in where the lawless element in Tulsa broke
loose. Long ago we should have rid our city of these lawless people,
black and white.

“Iittle Africa” was almost without law. No effort had been made to
enforce the law in “Little Africa.” Lverything that ought not to be,
was there. Lawless colored men were there, and lawless white men
also. Here was a powder magazine waiting to blow up when some
sparks might fall into it. And there were lawless white men a-plenty
in Tulsa. In old Indian Territory days lawlessness was to be ex-

pected. In the wild, mad days when the oil fields near Tulsa were
first opened up, the crowds of bad men and women flocked to Tulsa.
That was to be expected. But those days are behind us. Tulsa

iz no longer a wild oil town. Tulsa is one of the finest cities of its
size in America—a city of churches and schools equal to the best—a
city of great business establishments and handsome homes—a city with
as fine a class of citizens as can be found anywhere. DBut we had
permitted men and women of the worst cort—Ieft over from the wild
and lawless days—to remain in Tulsa. Tulsa had become a haven
of rest for crooks and criminals. And beyond doubt, this is what has
disgraced us. These are the people who are responsible for the burn-
ing and looting and killing.

YWho is responsible? What did I say? We ourselves are responsi-
ple. We must take our own full share of responsibility in this matter.
For we permitted such people to go on with their lawless practices in
Tulsa. and we have not demanded that the law be enforced in this city.

The only foundation for prosperity anywhere is in morality. It is
the moral character of a people that gives value to property and makes
life safe. We have overlooked that. We have been very busy about
other things. Qome of us have been busy making money—we have
made thousands and millions. We have been too bllsy.\\l]t.il nnpc'n'lunt
business interests to pay attention to the o.‘;cr_'t.ion of the }'{ght kind of
men as city and county officials. We bad no time for polities; we }1:1(1
more important things to attend to—this is the way we were living.

And now we have awakened to the fact tpﬂt our failure to concern
ourselves about the mora]_welfure_of the city has cost us millions of
and will hurt us in i business way for many years to come.
business men wale up to the fact that it is the moral
people that gives value to the dollar? .
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concern ourselves about the morals of the city in which we live, just
so far do we fail to be what Christians nught.tu be, Let us remember
that we are the city government. If our officials have winked at
crime, it is because we ourselves have winked at it. If our officials
have tolerated eriminals in our midst, it is because we ourselves have
tolerated them. These officials are our servants; we set them up, and
we can put them down. They are very sensitive to public opinion.
Public opinion is almighty. We ourselves have failed to create
public opinion sufficient to give us a clean city goverhment. Let us
repent of our sins and resolve to make this fair city a safe place for
men and women to live in. '

Once more, I remind you of the words of Jesus—"I am the light
of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall h:l\'e_ the light of life.” Here only, in obedience to the teachings
of Jesus, is ‘tho path of light. In disobedience to Him, there is dark-
ness, cunf}mnn, ruin. Let us dare to follow Jesus. If we build on
His t(\_&chmgs we build on the rock, a house which rain and floods
and wind cannot destroy. “And every one that heareth these words,
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built his
house upon the sand, and the rain descended, and the floods came, and
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still following the progress of repentance. The
“hlessed” man has grown strong by the “filling” of his hunger
and thirst after righteousness; and now rises up to fulfill right-
epusness among his fellow men.

But he soon finds that all men will not return, nor even ap-
preciate his righteousness. Jesus himself forewarns us that this
will be so. He says, “Men shall reproach you, and persecute you,
and say all manner of evil agaihst you falsely, for my sake.”

How shall the righteous man react to such treatment? Shall
he, in strict justice, repay the injury which he receives? Some-
times he may find himself in position to resent and retaliate.
Shall he do so?

Not so. In this very Sermon on the Mount Jesus says, “Love
your enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them that
hate you; pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute
you.” That is to say, Be merciful.

“Blessed are the merciful,” for they alone can enter the king-
dom of heaven. Jesus himself tells us that the most well-chosen
prayer will be of no avail to the unmerciful. “For,” he says,
“if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your heavenly Father forgive you your trespasses.”

When the merciful man enters the kingdom he finds himself
in the atmosphere of mercy. He is merciful, and obtains mercy.
He forgives his offending brother not seven times but seventy
times seven, and God forgives him just as often as he repents.
He forgives his fellow servant a “hundred pence;” the king for-
gives him “ten thousand talents.”

Blessed are the merciful in the possession of this sweet, strong
grace!

But there is a further reward; the merciful shall obtain mercy.
This is true even in this world; and it shall be true when we all
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ.

Our Lord Jesus foretells one scene there. A group find them-
selves, evidently unexpectedly, on the right hand of the King.
They are doubtless astonished to be addressed by him, thus:
“Clome, ve blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared

for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry,
and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I
was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me;
I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto
me.” “When,” they ask, “did we do all this?”

May we imagine one of that group, dazed with happy surprise
to find himself, a stranger and Samaritan, welcomed into the
kingdom of the Messiah of the Jews., “Do you remember,” asks
the King, “one day when you were coming up from Jericho to
Jernsalem with a load of wine and oil; how you stumbled upon
a poor Jew, a stranger to you, who had fallen among robbers,
who stripped him of his clothing, and left him half dead? And
do you remember how you went to him, and bound up his
wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and put him upon your owi
beast and took him to the inn, and nursed him there all night,
and provided for him? Well,” said the King, “ipasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of my brethren, you did it unto me.”
He had been merciful, now he obtains mercy.

Taton, N. Y.
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